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BOSTON  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Council  Offices, 

126  London  Road, 

Boston,  Lines. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Boston  Rural  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  much  pleasure  in  presenting  to  you  my  Annual  Report  for 
the  year  1956. 

Once  more  the  health  of  the  community  has  continued  to  be  very 
satisfactory,  and  the  vital  statistics  given  on  the  following  pages  compare 
favourably  with  those  for  England  and  Wales. 

With  the  exception  of  Dysentery  which  has  again  been  prevalent 
in  the  District,  there  has  been  no  undue  incidence  of  infectious  diseases. 

The  most  serious  public  health  problem  is  that  of  drainage. 
Inadequate  sewage  disposal  accounts  for  much  of  the  incidence  of 
Dysentery,  and  time  and  again  my  attention  is  drawn  to  nuisances  in 
unsewered  parts  of  the  District  arising  from  overflowing  cesspits  and 
polluted  ditches.  The  present  conditions,  as  well  as  being  conducive  to 
ill  health,  also  tend  to  retard  the  slum  clearance  programme.  Unless 
sewage  disposal  is  developed  concurrently  with  housing  construction, 
the  housing  schemes  will  be  delayed  and  it  will  be  impossible  to  carry  out 
the  slum  clearance  programme  as  required  by  the  Ministry  of  Housing 
and  Local  Government. 

The  attention  of  all  traders  has  been  drawn  to  the  new  statutory 
standards  of  food  hygiene.  In  cases  where  the  premises  were  not  of  the 
required  standard,  the  necessary  informal  action  has  been  taken,  and  it  is 
to  be  hoped  that  the  traders  concerned  will  carry  out  the  necessary  im- 
provements without  the  necessity  for  formal  action. 
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In  conclusion,  1 wish  to  convey  my  thanks  to  the  Chairman  and 
Members  of  the  Council  for  their  continued  support,  and  to  acknowledge 
the  assistance  given  to  me  by  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  and  all 
other  officials  of  the  Council. 

I am, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  Servant, 

W.  G.  SMEATON, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 

GENERAL  STATISTICS. 

Area  (in  acres)  . . 

Home  Population  (Registrar-General’s  Mid-year  estimate 
for  1956)  

Number  of  inhabited  houses 
Average  number  of  persons  per  inhabited  house 
Average  number  of  persons  per  acre 
Number  of  inhabited  houses  per  acre 

Estimated  product  of  a penny  rate  

Rateable  value  as  at  1st  April,  1956  

SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 

The  social  conditions  of  the  District  have  remained  unchanged 
during  the  year. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population  (crude)  15.0 
Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population  (adjusted)  14.9 
Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births  . . . . 29.5 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  (crude)  . . . . 10.2 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  (adjusted)  . , . . 9.2 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  (per  1,000  total  births)  . . . . 2.9 


84,398 

21,870 

7,296 

3.0 

.26 

.08 

£500 

£131,532 
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Death  Rates  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age  : 

(a)  All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  ..  ..  ..  ..  30.4 

(b)  Legitimate  infants,  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  . . 28.4 

(c)  Illegitimate  infants,  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  ..  83.3 

Death  Rates  of  Infants  under  4 weeks  of  age  : 

(a)  All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  . . . . . . . . 21.3 

(b)  Legitimate  infants,  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  ..  22.1 

(c)  Illegitimate  infants,  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  . . Nil 


OBSERVATIONS  ON  VITAL  STATISTICS. 

In  the  following  comments  on  the  Vital  Statistics  both  the  crude 
birth  and  death  rates  are  given  together  with  the  rates  after  adjustment 
by  the  Comparability  Factors.  These  factors  have  been  supplied  by  the 
Registrar-General,  and  are  intended  to  afford  a means  of  adjustment 
to  allow  for  the  differing  age  and  sex  distribution  of  the  population  in 
different  areas.  Consequently,  the  adjusted  birth  and  death  rates  enable 
a more  accurate  comparison  to  be  made  with  the  corresponding  rates 
in  other  areas. 

It  is  also  emphasised  that  undue  significance  should  not  be  attached 
to  rates  which  are  based  on  very  small  numbers  {e.g.  infant  mortality) 
and  that  a comparison  of  such  rates  with  those  in  other  areas,  or  with 
earlier  years  may  have  little  statistical  significance. 

POPULATION  : 

The  Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  the  home  population  for  the 
mid-year,  21,870  shows  an  increase  over  the  figure  for  the  previous  year 
which  was  21,570.  The  number  of  births  for  the  year  exceeded  the  number 
of  deaths  by  105. 


BIRTHS  : 

A total  of  329  live  births  (180  males,  149  females)  were  registered 
during  1956.  This  figure  gives  a crude  birth  rate  of  15.0  and  an  adjusted 
rate  of  14.9  per  1,000  of  the  population,  a decrease  on  the  rates  for  1955 
which  were  16.5  and  16.3  respectively.  The  rate  for  the  whole  of  England 
and  Wales  for  1956  was  15.7. 

The  number  of  illegitimate  live  births  was  12  (5  males,  7 females) 
which  is  3.6%  of  the  total  live  births.  The  total  illegitimate  live  births 
in  1955  was  11. 
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STILL  BIRTHS  : 

There  were  10  still  births  registered  (5  males,  5 females)  giving  a 
stillbirth  rate  of  29.5  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births,  as  compared 
with  35.2  in  1955.  The  rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  1956  was  23.0. 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY  : 

There  was  one  death  under  this  heading  in  1956,  the  resulting  death 
rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births  being  2.9. 

INFANT  MORTALITY  : 

There  were  10  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  (6  males, 
4 females),  the  resulting  death  rate  per  1,000  live  births  being  30.4  as 
compared  with  25.3  for  the  previous  year.  The  rate  for  the  whole  of 
England  and  Wales  for  1956  was  23.8. 

The  total  number  of  infant  deaths  under  4 weeks  of  age  was  7 (5 
males,  2 females)  giving  a death  rate  of  21.3  per  1,000  live  births,  as 
compared  with  16.8  in  1955. 

DEATHS  FROM  ALL  CAUSES  : 

The  actual  number  of  deaths  allocated  to  the  District  after  deduction 
of  those  occurring  in  non-residents  and  addition  of  deaths  of  residents 
which  occurred  outside  the  District  was  224.  The  resulting  crude  death 
rate  of  10.2  per  1,000  of  the  population  and  the  adjusted  rate  of  9.2 
show  a slight  decrease  on  the  corresponding  rates  for  last  year  which  were 
10.6  and  10.9  respectively. 

The  figure  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales  for  1956  was  11.7. 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  THE  DISTRICT  IN  1956. 

No.  Cause  of  Death  Males  Females 

1.  Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

2.  Tuberculosis,  other 

3.  Syphilitic  disease  . . 

4.  Diphtheria 

5.  Whooping  Cough 

6.  Meningococcal  infections 

7.  Acute  Poliomyelitis 

8.  Measles 

9.  Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

10.  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  . . 

11.  Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 
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No.  Cause  of  Death 

12.  Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

13.  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

14.  Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms  . 

1 5.  Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

16.  Diabetes  .. 

17.  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

1 8.  Coronary  disease,  angina 

19.  Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

20.  Other  heart  disease  

2 1 . Other  circulatory  disease 

22.  Influenza  . . . . • • 

23.  Pneumonia 

24.  Bronchitis  . . 

25.  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  . . 

26.  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

27.  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

28.  Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

31.  Congenital  malformations  

32.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases  . . 

33.  Motor  vehicle  accidents  . . 

34.  All  other  accidents  

35.  Suicide 

36.  Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

ALL  CAUSES 


Males  Females 
. — 2 

. — 1 

. 20  4 

. 1 2 
. — 1 

. 15  21 

. 20  7 

. 1 1 

. 26  12 

. 2 3 

.'  3 3 

. 3 4 

. 1 — 

. 2 — 

. 2 1 

. 7 — 

. — 1 

. 1 — 

. 17  16 

. 4 — 

. — 1 

. 4 1 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA. 
LABORATORY  FACILITIES  : 

Advantage  has  again  been  taken  of  the  Public  Health  Laboratory 
of  the  Medical  Research  Council  at  Lincoln.  Sanaples  of  ice  cream  and 
water  have  been  regularly  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination. 

The  Laboratories  of  the  Royal  Institute  of  Public  Health  and  Hygiene, 
London,  have  continued  to  carry  out  chemical  examinations  of  water 
samples  on  behalf  of  the  Department. 


using  a Field  Testing  Outfit. 
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AMBULANCE  SERVICE  : 

This  service  is  provided  and  maintained  by  the  Holland  County 
Council  through  the  County  Transport  Department. 

SCHOOL  MEDICAL  AND  MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE 
SERVICES  : 

These  services  are  administered  by  the  Holland  County  Council. 

TREATMENT  CENTRES  AND  CLINICS  : 

Under  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946,  the  provision  and 
administration  of  Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics  is  delegated  to  the 
Regional  Hospital  Board  and  the  County  Council. 

The  treatment  of  Scabies  and  similar  complaints  is  carried  out 
at  the  Health  Centre,  London  Road,  Boston,  which  is  under  the  control 
of  the  County  Council. 

NURSING  IN  THE  HOME  : 

The  home  nursing  service  is  under  the  control  of  the  Local  Health 
Authority. 

HOSPITALS  : 

All  Hospitals  in  the  area  are  under  the  control  of  the  Boston  Group 
Hospital  Management  Committee  of  the  Sheffield  Regional  Hospital 
Board.  Details  of  the  facilities  available  in  Boston  and  District  are  as 
follows  : 

Boston  General  Hospital  — Acute  General. 

London  Road  Hospital,  Boston  — Orthopedic  and  Acute  General. 
White  House  Hospital,  Fishtoft  — Infectious  and  Chest  Diseases. 
Wyberton  West  Hospital,  Boston  — Medical  and  Maternity. 
Woodlands  Court,  Kirton  — Aged  Sick. 

Freiston  Hall  Children’s  Hospital  — Sick  Children. 

Bargate  Clinic  and  Physiotherapy  Centre,  Boston  — Physiotherapy 

and  Orthoptics. 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948,  SECTION  47  — REMOVAL 
TO  SUITABLE  PREMISES  OF  PERSONS  IN  NEED  OF  CARE 
AND  ATTENTION  : 

Nd  action  was  taken  by  the  Council  under  this  Section. 
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PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS  AND 

OTHER  DISEASES. 

The  following  table  shows  the  total  number  of  infeetious  diseases 
notified  during  the  year,  the  numbers  admitted  to  hospital,  and  the 
total  number  of  deaths  : 


Notifiable  Diseases  during  the  Year,  1956. 


Disease 

Cases 

Notified 

Confirmed 

Cases 

Cases 

admitted 
to  Hospital 

Deaths 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  ; 

1 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

Paralytic 

Non-Paralytic 

2 

2 

2 

Nil 

Nil 

Chicken  Pox  . . 

180 

180 

1 

Dysentery  

61 

61 

1 

Nil 

Erysipelas 

5 

5 

Nil 

Nil 

Food  Poisoning 

10 

10 

2 

Nil 

Measles 

55 

55 

7 

Nil 

Pneumonia  . . 

12 

12 

5 

Nil 

Nil 

Scarlet  Fever 

23 

23 

Nil 

Whooping  Cough 

30 

30 

2 

Nil 

There  has  been  a decrease  in  the  number  of  notifiable  diseases 
occurring  in  the  District  during  the  year,  and  only  379  cases  were  notified 
as  compared  with  859  in  1955.  Below  will  be  found  details  of  the  diseases 
in  which  the  incidence  differed  appreciably. 


1956 

1955 

Measles 

• • • • 

55 

402 

Chicken  Pox  . . 

. . 

180 

275 

Scarlet  Fever  . . 

. . . • 

23 

45 

Once  again  Dysentery  has  been  prevalent  in  the  District,  and  there 
were  61  confirmed  cases  as  compared  with  69  in  the  previous  year.  35 
cases  were  associated  with  an  outbreak  in  the  Bicker  area  which  occurred 
during  the  period  May  - August  and  the  remaining  26  cases  were  of  an 
apparently  isolated  nature. 

In  addition  investigations  were  made  in  respect  of  a further  41 
families  of  whom  some  or  all  members  of  the  household  were  reported 
as  having  symptoms.  In  all  cases,  however,  the  results  of  specimens 
of  feces  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination  proved  to  be  negative. 

During  the  year  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  made  495  visits  in 
connection  with  investigation  and  control  of  infectious  diseases  and 
2 disinfections  were  carried  out. 
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TUBERCULOSIS  : 


Cases  notified  within  the  Rural  District  come  under  the  control 
of  Dr.  A.  M.  Forrest,  Chest  Physician,  South  Lincolnshire  Area. 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  new  cases  notified  and  deaths 
occurring  during  the  year. 


Age 

Groups 

New 

Cases 

Det 

iths 

Respiratory 

Non-Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non-Respiratory 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0—1 





— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1—5 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5—15 



— 

— 



— 

— 

— 

— 

15—25 

1 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25—35 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

35^5 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

45—55 

1 

1 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

55 — 65 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Over  65 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

6 

5 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

TREATMENT  OF  SCABIES  : 

Facilities  for  the  cleansing  of  persons  requiring  treatment  are  provided 
by  the  Holland  County  Council,  the  cost  of  such  treatments  in  respect 
of  persons  other  than  school  children  being  charged  to  the  District 
Council.  Should  medical  practitioners  request  treatment  for  patients, 
details  of  notifications  are  immediately  passed  to  the  County  Council 
thus  ensuring  that  infected  persons  receive  early  treatment. 

No  cases  of  Scabies  were  reported  in  the  District  during  the  year. 


IMMUNISATION  AGAINST  DIPHTHERIA  : 


All  immunisation  work  within  the  District  is  under  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  Holland  County  Council.  Below  are  given  details  of  the  number 
of  children  immunised  during  the  year  : 


Under  1 year  . . . . . . . . 211 

1 and  under  5 years  . . . . . . 47 

5-14  years 8 

266 

Number  of  Booster  Injections  . . 249 
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The  percentage  of  children  immunised  in  relation  to  the  child 
population  is  as  follows  : 

Under  1 year  . . ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  16.2% 

1 and  under  5 years  . . ..  ..  ..  ..  76.4% 

5 - 14  years  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..80.1% 

These  figures  still  remain  satisfactory  but  parents  are  again  reminded 
that  in  order  to  prevent  the  recurrence  of  this  disease  full  advantage 
must  be  taken  of  these  services. 

VACCINATION  AGAINST  SMALLPOX  : 

Primary  Vaccinations  : 


Under  1 year  . . 

1 year  . . 

2-4  years 

5-14  years  . . 

15  years  and  over 

. . 97 

..  6 
..  2 
..  7 

. . 17 

Re-vaccinations  : 

129 

5-14  years  . . 

15  years  and  over 

. . 

. . 

. . 

..  Nil 
..  15 

15 

VACCINATION  AGAINST  POLIOMYELITIS  : 

103  children  were  vaccinated  against  Poliomyelitis  during  the  year. 
Supplies  of  vaccine  will  probably  be  more  plentiful  in  the  incoming  year. 

PUBLIC  WATER  SUPPLY. 

I am  indebted  to  Mr.  W.  R.  Beardall,  the  Council’s  Water  Engineer, 
for  the  following  report  on  the  Rural  Water  Supply. 


Statistics. 

Length  of  mains  laid  during  the  year  . . 

474  yds. 

Total  length  of  mains  in  use 

368  miles 

Domestic  consumption  of  water 

. . 125,000,000  galls. 

Average  daily  consumption  per  house  . . 

65  galls. 

Estimated  consumption  per  person  per  day 

16.7  galls. 

Number  of  domestic  consumers 

. . 5,365 

Number  of  properties  supplied  by  meter 

..  1,584 

Particulars  of  number  of  dwellings  supplied. 

Parish 

Dwellings 

Algarkirk 

165 

Amber  Hill  .'. 

135 

Bicker  . . 

244 
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Dwellings 


Benington  . . . . . . . . . . 161 

Brothertoft  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  130 

Butterwick  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  176 

Fishtoft  974* 

Fosdyke  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  137 

Frampton  . . . . . . . . . . 378 

Freiston  . . . . . . . . . . 347 

Harts  Grounds  and  Pelhams  Lands  . . 32 

Kirton  . . . . . . . . . . 984 

Leverton  . . . . . . . . . . 202 

Old  Leake 439 

Sutterton  . . . . . . . . . . 358 

Swineshead  . . . . . . . . . . 579 

Wigtoft  . . . . . . . . . . 152 

Wrangle  . . . . . . . . . . 373 

Wyberton  . . . . . . . . . . 789 


The  figure  for  Fishtoft  parish  includes  approximately  623  dwellings 
supplied  by  the  Borough  of  Boston. 

Water  Analysis. 

24  samples  of  water  drawn  from  the  mains  at  various  points  in  the 
District  were  submitted  by  the  Public  Health  Department  for  analysis 
to  the  Royal  Institute  of  Public  Health  and  Hygiene  or  to  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory  at  Lincoln.  With  only  one  exception  the  results  showed 
the  water  to  be  satisfactory. 


Representative  results  of  analyses  are  as  follows : 

(a)  BACTERIOLOGICAL,  taken  at  Main  Road,  Kirton. 

Probable  number  of  coliform  bacilli,  MacConkey  2 days  37°C. 
O per  100ml. 


(b)  Chemical,  taken  at  Sutterton  Water  Tower. 

Chemical  characters  Parts  per  1 ,000,000 


Total  solids  dried  at  100°C.  . . 

Loss  on  ignition  (after  re-carbonating) 
Chlorine  in  Chlorides  . . 

„ X 1.647  - Sodium  Chloride 
Nitrites  . . 

Nitrogen  as  nitrates 

Saline  Ammonia 

Albuminoid  Ammonia 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  3 hours  at  37  °C. 

Hardness  — Total 

„ Temporary 

„ Permanent 

Poisonous  Metals  — Lead 

,,  ,,  Copper  . . 

Free  Carbon  Dioxide 

Residual  Chlorine 


570 
70 
26 
42.8 

Not  detected 
0.3 

trace  only 
trace  only 
0.2 
262 
178 
84 

not  detected 
not  detected 
6.0 
NU 
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REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR  ON  THE 
SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 


HOUSING. 

SUMMARY  OF  NEW  DWELLINGS  COMPLETED  DURING  1956. 
Council  Houses 

Bicker  . . . . . . . . . . • • • • 2 

Benington  . . . . . . . . • • • • 4 

Fishtoft  . . . . • • . • • • • • 49 

Freiston  ..  ..  ..  ••  ••  ••  12 

Kirton  . . • • 26 

Leverton  . . . . . . • • • • • • 16 

Sutterton  . . • • • • 4 

Swineshead  . . . . . . • • • • • • 14 

Wyberton  . . . . . . • • • • • • 28 

155 

Private  Enterprise  . . 42 

197 


INSPECTION  OF  DWELLING-HOUSES. 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing  defects. 

(Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts)  42 

Number  found  to  be  in  a state  so  dangerous  or  injurious 

to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  . . . . 30 

Number  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for 

human  habitation  . . ..  ..  ••  ••  12 

REMEDY  OF  DEFECTS. 

Number  of  informal  notices  served  . . . . . . • • 12 

Number  of  Statutory  notices  served  under  the  Public 

Health  Act,  1936  . . . . . . • • • • • • l^H 

Number  of  Statutory  notices  served  under  the  Housing 

Act,  1936,  Section  9 1 
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ACTION  UNDER  SECTION  II,  HOUSING  ACT,  1936. 

Number  of  dwellings  upon  which  action  was  taken 

Number  of  Demolition  Orders  made 

Number  of  Closing  Orders  made 

Number  of  Undertakings  not  to  relet  accepted 

Number  of  Undertakings  cancelled  . . 

Number  of  dwellings  demolished 
Number  of  Demolition  Orders  revoked 


38 

8 

25 

5 

Nil 

9 


DRAINAGE. 


With  the  completion  of  the  second  portion  of  the  Sewage  scheme 
for  Wyberton  parish,  serving  Tytton  Lane  East,  Solway  Avenue, 
Yarborough  Road  and  part  of  London  Road,  461  properties  on  the  line 
of  the  sewer  had  been  connected  by  the  end  of  1956,  leaving  only  8 
properties  not  yet  connected. 

In  Fishtoft  parish  the  sewers  serving  Blackthorn  Lane,  Priory  Road, 
Lindis  Road,  Woodthorpe  Avenue,  Meridian  Road,  Eastwood  Road, 
Clifton  Road  and  Church  Green  Road  were  completed  and  available  for 
connections.  By  the  end  of  the  year  80%  of  the  properties  on  the  line  of 
the  sewer  had  been  connected. 

The  sewage  from  the  Council’s  Dennis  Estate  at  Kirton  and  Upsall 
Road  Estate  at  Butterwick  is  still  being  discharged  into  open  lagoons. 
Complaints  have  been  received  from  nearby  residents  in  respect  of  both 
estates  regarding  the  offensive  smells,  particularly  from  Kirton  where 
the  residents  in  close  proximity  to  the  area  have  signed  a petition 
protesting  about  the  nuisance.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  Ministry  will 
allow  the  Council  to  carry  out  its  proposed  schemes  for  the  proper 
disposal  of  sewage  in  these  areas  without  further  delay. 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 


REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL. 

The  removal  of  household  refuse  has  averaged  8 days  between 
collections  in  the  built-up  parts  of  Wyberton,  Kirton  and  Fishtoft, 
and  9 days  in  the  remainder  of  the  District.  During  the  year  very  few 
legitimate  complaints  were  received  regarding  the  service,  though  several 
ratepayers  have  expressed  a desire  for  a regular  7 day  collection.  It 
would  not  be  possible  to  achieve  this  without  a substantial  increase  in 
the  number  of  employees  engaged  on  this  service. 
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With  the  increased  number  of  new  houses  and  more  existing  houses 
requiring  the  service,  maintaining  the  present  frequency  of  collection 
is  difficult  although  with  the  bringing  into  service  of  the  new  Shelvoke 
and  Drewry  fore  and  aft  tipper  vehicle  in  April  the  position  was  eased. 
This  vehicle  has  proved  itself  to  be  most  satisfactory  for  use  in  built-up 
areas  and,  with  its  greater  holding  capacity,  the  number  of  journeys  to 
the  tip  for  disposal  purposes  has  been  reduced  by  a third,  thereby  keeping 
the  men  longer  on  actual  collection.  The  delivery  of  a second  vehicle 
of  this  type  is  expected  in  June,  1957,  when  the  old  Austin  vehicle,  now 
badly  worn,  will  be  scrapped. 

Instances  are  still  occurring  of  receptacles,  not  of  the  approved  type, 
being  used  for  the  storage  of  household  refuse.  These  tend  to  delay  the 
service  and  at  times  result  in  physical  injury  to  the  collectors.  It  has  not 
been  necessary  to  serve  formal  notices  during  the  year  requiring  the 
provision  of  bins. 

Disposal  of  refuse  is  by  tipping  in  pits  and  low  lying  land.  The  tip 
at  the  Weirs,  Butterwick  was  brought  into  use  in  May  last  after  drainage 
works  had  been  carried  out  and  it  is  estimated  that  this  tip  alone  will 
suffice  for  disposal  of  refuse  from  much  of  the  north  side  of  the  District 
for  approximately  15  years. 

The  position  in  the  South  of  the  District  is  now  also  satisfactory  as, 
through  the  co-operation  of  a local  firm,  the  Council  has  been  enabled 
to  bring  into  use  a pit  at  Silt  Pit  Lane,  Wyberton  and  one  at  Meres  Lane, 
Kirton.  These  two  disposal  points  have  sufficient  capacity  to  serve  the 
greater  part  of  the  south  side  of  the  District  for  several  years. 

From  time  to  time  requests  are  received  from  local  trades  people 
and  farmers  for  permission  to  deposit  refuse  on  the  Council’s  tips. 
Every  effort  is  made  to  assist  these  people  but  in  many  instances  refuse 
has  been,  and  is  still  being,  placed  on  the  Council’s  tips  without  per- 
mission, in  spite  of  the  fact  that  notice  boards  have  been  erected  pro- 
hibiting this.  The  result  is  that  control  of  the  tips  is  made  difficult  and 
more  expensive  than  would  otherwise  be  the  case  as  invariably  such 
dumping  is  carried  out  in  an  indiscriminate  manner  and  Council  employees 
have  to  be  employed  in  moving  and  tidying  the  material  so  dumped. 

Refuse  disposed  of  during  the  year  is  estimated  at  5,000  tons. 

The  cost  of  refuse  collection  and  disposal  was  approximately 
£l/5/4i/  per  house  and  the  cost  per  bin  per  collection  lid. 

SANITARY  PAIL  EMPTYING. 

Two  vehicles,  each  with  a driver  and  two  assistants,  are  employed 
on  this  service.  Pail  emptying  is  an  unpleasant  occupation.  Unpleasant- 
ness is  also  experienced  to  some  extent  by  the  occupiers  of  the  premises 
und  by  passers  by  at  the  time  of  emptying. 
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The  number  of  premises  requiring  this  service  remains  about  the 
same  as  in  recent  years.  Although  conversion  from  pail  closets  to  water 
closets  has  been  carried  out  at  a number  of  Council  dwellings  and  at 
a few  private  properties,  many  new  pail  closets  have  been  installed  through- 
out the  District  to  replace  vault  type  lavatories. 

With  very  few  exceptions  the  interval  between  emptyings  has  been 
maintained  at  5 days  throughout  the  year. 

The  method  employed  for  disposal  of  pail  contents  is  that  of 
composting  with  straw  at  various  points  made  available  by  farmers. 
Difficulty  is  now  being  experienced  in  obtaining  composting  sites.  This 
is  rather  surprising  considering  the  finished  product  has  a considerable 
manorial  value. 

The  approximate  cost  of  the  service  per  house  was  £2/4/6i/,  and 
the  cost  per  house  per  collection  ^\d. 

CESSPOOL  EMPTYING. 

This  service  is  now  carried  out  by  two  vehicles  with  a third  vehicle 
held  as  a reserve  for  use  in  emergencies,  breakdowns  and  so  forth.  With 
the  connection  to  the  main  sewers  of  many  properties  previously  served 
by  cesspools  it  was  hoped  it  would  be  possible  by  the  end  of  the  year 
to  reduce  the  period  between  free  emptyings  of  cesspools  from  18  months 
to  12  months.  However,  with  the  increase  in  demand  for  the  service 
outside  the  sewered  areas  it  was  not  possible  to  bring  about  the  change. 

During  the  past  two  years  485  properties  previously  using  cesspools 
were  connected  to  the  sewers  but,  during  the  same  period,  207  new 
drainage  systems  using  cesspools  have  been  completed.  This  has  had 
the  effect  of  reducing  the  total  number  of  cesspools  requiring  the  service 
by  about  only  1\%.  The  effect  of  this  comparatively  small  reduction  is 
even  less  marked  than  would  be  expected  as  the  increasing  use  of  deter- 
gents causes  clogging  of  the  soil  pores  resulting  in  poor  soakage  and  a 
need  for  more  frequent  emptying  of  the  cesspools. 

Unfortunately  requests  for  emptying  are  not  received  in  a regular 
flow  throughout  the  year.  During  the  peak  period,  February  - May, 
requests  may  be  twice  as  numerous  as  in  the  latter  months  of  the  year. 
In  spite  of  the  difficulties  this  causes,  it  is  considered  possible  to  re- 
introduce a 12  monthly  free  emptying  as  soon  as  the  Spring  peak  period 
has  passed,  provided  additional  labour  is  made  available  to  enable  the 
third  vehicle  to  be  manned  when  demand  is  particularly  heavy. 

The  disposal  of  cesspool  contents  continues  to  be  a difficult  problem 
as,  for  the  greater  part  of  the  year,  all  cesspool  and  Sewage  Plant 
effluents  have  to  be  deposited  in  the  sewers  of  the  Borough  of  Boston. 
It  is  at  certain  times  only  that  facilities  are  made  available  for  this  matter 
to  be  deposited  on  farm  land,  and  these  times  seldom  coincide  with  the 
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peak  emptying  periods.  Consequently  the  majority  of  the  effluent  from 
all  parts  of  the  District  has  to  be  brought  to  the  disposal  point  at  Mount 
Bridge  Depot  in  Boston.  In  previous  years  facilities  for  disposal  by 
composting  have  been  available  in  Frampton  and  Leverton.  These 
resulted  in  considerable  saving  of  the  time  and  mileage  involved  in 
cesspool  emptying.  Unfortunately  these  arrangements  no  longer  exist. 

As  mentioned  in  the  Report  for  1955  the  present  method  of  disposal 
depends  largely  on  the  continuance  of  permission  to  use  the  sewers  of 
the  Borough  of  Boston.  A very  serious  position  would  arise  if  this 
permission  were  to  be  withdrawn  and  it  is  again  suggested  that  further 
investigations  should  be  made  into  the  possibility  of  using  the  Sewage 
Disposal  Works  at  Frampton  and  Fishtoft  for  this  purpose. 


SALVAGE. 


Collection  of  materials  suitable  for  salvage  has  been  very  satis- 
factory. A steady  demand  for  Rags,  Bagging  and  Woollens  exists  and 
no  difficulty  arose  in  disposing  of  these  commodiUes  at  a fair  price. 
The  disposal  of  waste  paper  was  not  so  satisfactory.  The  price  fell  during 
the  year  from  £8  to  £7  per  ton  and  on  many  occasions  the  consuming 
mills  were  unable  to  accept  in  full  the  quantities  we  wished  to  load. 
It  is  hoped  that  this  situation  is  only  of  a temporary  nature  and  there 
are  signs  already  of  a little  improvement. 

In  June  it  was  possible  to  transfer  baling  operations  to  the  new 
depot  where  conditions,  from  all  points  of  view,  are  considerably  better 
than  those  at  the  old  Mount  Bridge  depot. 

Below  are  shown  details  of  materials  sold  during  1956. 


Mixed  Waste  Paper 

Woollens 

Rags  . . 

Bagging 

Metals 


Tons  Cwts.  Qrs. 

. . 209  19  1 

2 

..410 
..222 
10  0 


£ s.  d. 

1496  2 1 

4 10  6 
114  11  9 
34  15  0 
3 5 0 


216  13  1 1653  4 4 


GENERAL. 

The  provision  of  the  new  depot  has  made  it  possible  for  all  cleansing 
vehicles  to  be  housed  under  one  roof  instead  of  at  a number  of  places 
as  was  previously  the  case.  Now  control  over  the  vehicles  and  allocation 
of  labour  to  particular  duties  is  made  easier,  and  it  has  been  possible  to 
introduce  a better  system  of  vehicle  maintenance.  All  refuse  collection 
vehicles  are  washed  once  weekly  and  greased  and  serviced  once  fort- 


16 


nightly.  The  cesspool  emptying  and  pail  emptying  vehicles  are  washed, 
greased  and  serviced  once  fortnightly.  One  of  the  Council’s  mechanics 
is  on  hand  to  supervise  the  maintenance  and  to  carry  out  any  necessary 
repairs.  These  arrangements  have  resulted  in  fewer  vehicle  breakdowns 
and  reduced  the  delays  involved  in  having  repairs  executed.  This  in  turn 
has  caused  fewer  interruptions  in  the  regularity  of  the  cleansing  services. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

The  coming  into  force  in  January,  1956  of  the  Food  Hygiene 
Regulations  imposed  certain  statutory  standards  on  all  food  premises 
in  respect  of  structure  of  premises,  welfare  of  employees  and  hygienic 
practices.  During  the  year  all  butchers  shops  and  preparation  rooms 
registered  for  the  manufacture  of  sausages  and  potted,  pressed,  pickled 
or  preserved  foods  intended  for  sale  for  human  consumption,  were 
inspected  and  action  taken  to  ensure  that  the  regulations  were  being 
observed. 

A start  was  also  made  on  the  inspection  of  bakehouses  and  here 
again  informal  action  has  been  instituted  to  secure  compliance  with 
the  regulations.  The  greatest  difficulty  regarding  compliance  with  the 
structural  requirements  of  the  regulations  is  in  respect  of  country  bake- 
houses. In  many  instances  the  premises  are  inadequate  and  unsuitable 
for  the  conduct  of  a food  handling  business.  Some  have  ovens  which 
are  fired  with  solid  fuel  from  inside  the  bakehouse.  Consequently  it 
is  impossible  for  such  premises  to  comply  with  Regulation  5,  unless  the 
oven  is  taken  out  and  replaced  by  one  heated  by  gas  or  electricity  or 
fired  from  outside  the  bakehouse. 

This  replacement  is  costly  and  in  many  instances  the  occupiers 
of  bakehouses  have  insufficient  capital  to  carry  out  this  and  other 
necessary  work.  In  my  opinion,  though  it  may  be  considered  necessary 
in  such  cases  to  allow  an  extension  of  the  time  in  which  the  regulation 
should  be  complied  with,  financial  considerations  must  not  be  permitted 
to  debar  compliance  with  the  regulations  within  a reasonable  period. 

MILK. 

Number  of  Distributors  of  milk  registered 17 

Number  of  Dealers  licensed  for  the  sale  of  Pasteurised  or 

Sterilised  milk  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  17 

Number  of  Dealers  licensed  for  the  sale  of  Tuberculin  Tested 

milk  8 
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ICE  CREAM. 

Number  of  premises  registered  for  the  manufacture  of  Ice  ^ 

Cream 

Number  of  premises  registered  for  the  sale  of  Ice  Cream  . . 56 

It  was  not  possible  to  find  time,  owing  to  pressure  of  other  work, 
to  take  samples  of  Ice  Cream  and  Ice  Lollies  for  examination. 


SLAUGHTERHOUSES. 

Throughout  the  year  the  six  licensed  slaughterhouses  in  the  Council  s 
District  have  been  well  maintained  and  are  kept  in  a generally  satisfactory 
condition. 

The  slaughterhouse  premises  at  Benington,  referred  to  in  previous 
reports,  are  still  not  licensed  although  slaughtering  regularly  takes  place. 
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MEAT. 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Total 

Number  killed 
(as  notified) 

928 

— 

— 

1514 

2410 

4852 

Number  Inspected 

928 

— 

— 

1514 

2410 

4852 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis  & Cysticerci 
Whole  carcases  condemnec 

— 

— 

2 

4 

6 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

155 

— 

— 

30 

738 

923 

Percentage  of  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than 
Tuberculosis  & Cysticerci 

16.7% 

2% 

30.79% 

19.15% 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

75 

-- 

. 

155 

230 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis 

8.19% 

— 

— 

— 

6.43% 

4.76% 

Cysticercosis 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

16 

16 

Carcases  submitted  to 
treatment  by  refrigeration 

9 

— 

— 

— 

— 

9 

Generalised  and  totally 
condemned 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total  weight  of  meat  condemned  — 3 tons  15  cwts.  4 st.  10|lbs. 

OTHER  FOODS. 

18  30oz.  tins  of  Peaches  were  condemned  and  disposed  of  as  being 
unfit  for  human  consumption. 
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FOOD  POISONING. 

Ten  sporadic  cases  of  Food  Poisoning  were  confirmed  in  the  District 
during  the  year.  In  only  one  case  was  it  possible  to  recover  a sample  of 
the  suspected  food  for  examination,  but  from  samples  of  faeces  the  in- 
fecting agents  were  revealed  as  Salmonella  Typhi-murium,  Salmonella 
Bredeney  and  Salmonella  Anatum. 


OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

Animal  matter  is  processed  into  fats  and  artificial  manures  at  one 
Knacker’s  Yard  in  the  Council’s  District.  No  complaints  have  been 
received  in  the  Public  Health  Department  concerning  this  business  during 
the  year.  To  ensure  rodent  infestation  is  kept  at  a minimum,  the  Council  s 
Rodent  Control  Officer  visits  these  premises  weekly  at  the  request  of 
the  management. 


MEASURES  AGAINST  PEST  INFESTATION. 

The  Council’s  Rodent  Control  Officer  carried  out  1554  surveys 
of  property  in  connection  with  possible  infestations  of  rats  or  mice. 
These  surveys  included  agricultural  properties,  business  premises  and 
private  dwellings.  In  addition  all  the  Council  s Refuse  disposal  tips 
and  pail  emptying  points  were  visited  each  week  and  treated  when 

necessary. 

It  is  still  necessary  to  write  to  threshing  contractors  and  farmers 
reminding  them  of  the  regulations  relating  to  extermination  of  vermin 
when  threshing  and  dismantling  ricks. 

Number  of  areas  treated  : 

(a)  By  poisoning  . . . • • • • • • • 

(b)  By  Gassing  ^ 

Number  of  premises  treated  on  a chargeable  basis  . . 5 

Number  of  premises  given  free  service 190 

OTHER  PESTS  AND  VERMIN. 

Minor  infestations  of  Ants,  Fleas  and  Flour  Mites  were  dealt  with. 
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MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS. 

Number  of  Moveable  Dwellings  licensed  . . . . 48 

Number  of  vans  on  Council’s  site  . . . . . . 22 

The  Council’s  Caravan  Site  at  Saundergate  Lane,  Wyberton  continues 
to  serve  a useful  purpose  as  temporary  housing  accommodation. 

Licences  for  caravans  are  renewed  annually  on  the  1st  July,  except 
for  those  caravans  on  the  Council’s  site.  All  vans  are  inspected  to  ensure 
the  requirements  of  the  Public  Health  Act  are  satisfied  before  licence 
renewal  is  recommended. 


STORAGE  OF  PETROLEUM  SPIRIT 
AND  CARBIDE  OF  CALCIUM. 


The  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  is  the  appointed  Petroleum  Officer 
under  the  Petroleum  Regulations.  The  number  of  installations  licensed 
at  the  end  of  the  year  was  as  follows  : 


Petroleum  Spirit  : Below  500  gallons 

500  to  1000  gallons 
Over  1000  gallons 


47 

148 

27 


Carbide  of  Calcium  ; Below  8|  cwts.  . . 2 


In  view  of  certain  complications  which  had  arisen  regarding  powers 
of  entry  on  to  premises,  the  Council  decided  to  include  in  petroleum 
storage  licences  a clause  to  allow  the  Petroleum  Officer  to  be  admitted 
to  licensed  premises  at  all  reasonable  hours  for  the  purpose  of  examining 
any  installation  to  ensure  compliance  with  the  Petroleum  Acts  and 
Regulations. 
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FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  and  1948. 

The  following  tables  show  the  inspections  made  and  defects  found 
at  factories  in  the  District  during  1956, 


Table  1.  INSPECTIONS. 


Premises 

Number 

on 

Register 

N 

umber  of 

Inspections 

Written 

notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2,  3,  4 
and  6 are  to  be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities  

7 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  above  in 
which  Section  7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  

87 

30 

Nil 

Nil 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  out-workers’  premises)  . . 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Total 

94 

30 

NU 

Nil 

Table  2.  CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND. 


Particulars 


Want  of  cleanliness 
Overcrowding  (S.2) 
Unreasonable  temperature 
Inadequate  ventilation  . . 
Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 
Sanitary  Conveniences  : . . 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 
Other  offences  against  the  Act 

(excluding  out-workers’ 
premises) 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 
were  found 


Total 


Found 

Remedied 

Refer 

red 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Nil 

NU 

Nil 

NU 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

NU 

Nil 

NU 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

NU 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 
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MEANS  OF  ESCAPE  IN  CASE  OF  FIRE  — Section  34. 

The  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  is  the  appointed  Officer  for  carrying 
out  inspections  at  factories  which  come  within  the  scope  of  this  section. 

OUT-WORKERS’  PREMISES. 

So  far  as  can  be  ascertained  no  out-work  is  undertaken  in  the  District. 

SUMMARY  OF  INSPECTIONS  AND  VISITS  CARRIED  ' 

OUT  BY  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTORS,  ADDI- 
TIONAL TO  THOSE  MENTIONED  ELSEWHERE  IN 

THIS  REPORT. 

Housing  Acts  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 278 

Public  Health  Act,  1936  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  22 

Housing  General  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 63 

Overcrowding  . . . . . . . . . . . . , . . . 4 

Moveable  Dwellings  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 37 

Stables  and  Piggeries  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 

Dirty  Houses  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  21 

Nuisances  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 28 

Infectious  Diseases  and  Food  Poisoning  . . . . . . . . 495 

Drainage  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  1591 

Sewage  Sampling  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10 

Dyke  Pollution  and  Overflowing  Cesspools  . . . . . . 45 

Rodent  Control  . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 

Insect  Pests  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  13 

Provision  of  Refuse  Bins  . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 

Control  of  Refuse  Tips  .....  . . . . . . 177 

Public  Cleansing  Services  . . . . . . . . . . . . 50 

Salvage  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 81 

Slaughterhouses..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  24 

Food  Premises  . . . . . . . . . . . . 72 

Meat  Inspection  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  814 

Petroleum  Storage  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 113 

National  Assistance  Act,  1948  . . . . . . . . . . — 

Miscellaneous  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9 


23 


m] 


mm 


‘ ■"  "r?Jtrwstet^r3^3i?y^ 


^^.■i 


, (..  Jy.'< 

'fi  •‘■'^  ' 

-’■■'v-  - .-i  • ,w. 


''^■6*  •'* 


?aij 


!■* ' ' 


^:i 


f<r^. 


iuW 


rn^-i 


joii« 


?.#i! 


'i*'  ■ 


m- 


■w* 


OUARDtAN  PRES  H 
(boston)  ltd.  I 
Wkst  Strkbt.  I 
■oaroN.  • linci  j 


